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Detailed Report 

( Name of invention) 

Transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of dental braces 

Outline 
(Object) 

This invention makes a transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of 
dental braces easy to work. 

(Solution) 

A support cylinder (23) and a stopper (41) which has a tendency to protrude inside 
the support cylinder all the time is arranged so that it can move in and out. A swinging 
arm (27), 1^^ cut-out part (43) and 2"*^ cut-out part (45) that correspond to the stopper, are 
formed. When the stopper is connected to the 1^* cut-out part, adhesive (39) is applied to 
the surface of the bracket (33) that faces the tooth (33a). Then, when the stopper is 
connected to the 2"^ cut-out part, the bracket will come in contact with and apply pressure 
to the dental surface. 

Sphere of the patent application 
(Claim 1) 

Claim 1 is a transfer device has the following construction: A tray shaped to 
acconunodate the patient's teeth is formed from a mold of the teeth. A support cylinder is 
furnished for this tray. The support cylinder is joined to the swinging arm. The swinging 
arm has a bracket with a holder for arch wires. When the tray is attached to the patient's 
teeth, the bracket can be moved in the direction that contacts and leaves the tooth surface 
by swinging the swinging arm that is attached to the support cylinder. When the 
swinging arm is moved to the direction of tooth surface, the bracket will contact a 
predetermined position on the tooth surface. 

It is also concerning a transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of 
dental braces which has the following characteristics: A support cylinder and a stopper 
which has a tendency to protrude inside the support cylinder all the time is arranged so 
that it can move in and out. The swinging arm has a 1^* cut-out part and cut-out part 
that correspond to the stopper formed. When the stopper is coimected to the 1^^ cut-out 
part, adhesive is applied to the surface of the bracket that faces the tooth surface. When 
the stopper is connected to the 2"^ cut-out part, the bracket will come into contact with 
and apply pressure to the dental surface, 

(Claim 2) 

Claim 2 is regarding the transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of 
dental braces in claim 1 which has the following characteristics: The support cylinder has 
a stopper hole which penetrates the support cylinder. This stopper fixes one end of an 
elastic body to the outside of the support cylinder. The other end of the elastic body is 
arranged inside the stopper hole. 
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(Claims) 

Claim 3 is regarding the transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of 
dental braces in claim lor 2 which has the following characteristics: The swinging arm is 
bent upward at a right angle in the center. Bending the rising part downward forms a 
vertical part, and the bracket is attached to the vertical part. 

Detailed explanation of invention 
[0001] 

(Field of industrial use) 

This invention is concerning a transfer device for brackets used in indirect 
bonding of dental braces. In more detail, it is regarding a device for transferring brackets 
from a position on the dental surface of a model to the corresponding tooth surface during 
indirect bonding of dental braces. This bracket has a holder for arch wires. The method 
of fix the bracket to tooth surface of patient directly is called direct bonding. 

[0002] 
(Prior art) 

The transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of dental braces shown 
in figures 10 and 1 1 has been used formerly. This transfer device (called the "former 
transfer device Opl)" the following) is used by forming an accurate plaster model of 
the patient's teeth. The bottom surface la of bracket 1 is temporary fixed in a 
predetermined position of the tooth surface of the model. Next, impression material such 
as silicon is applied to the model to form a shape that matches the patient's teeth. This 
forms a soft U shaped tray 3 with the bottom surface la of the bracket 1 exposed. When 
the bracket 1 is transferred to the corresponding tooth surface, adhesive is applied to the 
bottom surface la of the bracket 1. Then, the bracket 1 is attached to the tooth surface 5 
using this U shaped joining tray 3. After that, the tray 3 is removed. 
[0003] However, the former transfer device Opl) has the following problems. As shown 
in figure 1 1, the U shaped flexible tray 3 with the bottom surface la of the bracket 1 is 
exposed on the inside is jointed to the tooth surface 5 by pressing toward the tooth. 
Therefore, the bottom surface la of bracket 1 is rubbed toward the tooth surface during 
joining of the tray 3. The adhesive on the bottom surface la of the bracket 1 may be 
peeled off. As a result, the bottom surface la of the bracket 1 caimot be fixed to the tooth 
surface sufficiently. In addition, since the bracket 1 is exposed inside the U shaped tray 3, 
it is extremely difBcult to see the position of the bracket 1 when applying the tray to the 
teeth 5 as described above. Accordingly, it is not easy to fix the bracket 1 accurately to 
the correct position on tooth surface. Especially, as shown in figure 10, when many 
brackets 1 are attached to the tray 3, it is very difficult to fix each bracket 1 accurately to 
the correct position on each tooth surface. 

[0004] In order to solve these problems, the inventor of this invention has offered a 
transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of dental braces (called "former 
transfer device (jp2) in the following) such as described in Japan patent No. H 10- 
258070. This former transfer device (jp2) has the structure shown in figure 12. A tray 1 1 
is formed from a model of the patient's teeth 5. This tray 1 1 has a support cylinder 12. 
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The support cylinder 12 has a swinging arm 13. The swinging arm 13 has a bracket 16 
furnished with a holder 15 for arch wires 14 that is attached by a supporter 17. When the 
tray 1 1 is applied to the patient's teeth 5, the swinging arm 13 is swung to the support 
cyUnder 12 to move the brackets 16 in the direction which contacts and leaves the tooth 
surface 5a. When the swinging arm 13 is moved in the direction of the tooth surface, the 
bracket 1 will contact a predetermined position on the tooth surface 5a. Symbol 19 in 
figure 12 shows adhesive that has been applied on the surface of the bracket 16 that faces 
the tooth surface 5a. 

[0005] With this former transfer device (jp2), when the swinging arm 13 is moved in the 
direction of the tooth surface toward the support cylinder 12, the bracket 16 will contact a 
predetermined position on the tooth surface 5a. Therefore, the bracket 16 will not rub 
against the tooth surface 5a. Thus, there is no possibility that the adhesive will be rubbed 
off of the bracket 16, and the bracket 16 can be securely fixed to the tooth surface 5a. In 
addition, the bracket 16 can be seen throughout the entire operation of attaching the 
bracket 16 to tooth surface 5a. Compared to the former transfer device Qpl), placement 
accuracy in fixing the bracket 16 to tooth surface 5a is improved. 

[0006] 

(Problems that this invention tries to solve) 

As explained above, the former transfer device (jp2) reduces problems with the 
former transfer device (jpl). However, it was found that this former transfer device (jp2) 
still has the following problems. 

[0007] nSince the swinging arm 13 can move freely in the support cylinder 12 all the 
time, the position of the bracket 16 is not fixed during application of the adhesive 19 to 
the surface that encoimters the tooth surface 5a. AccorcUngly, it is necessary to hold the 
bracket 16 or its support 17 with the fingers, etc. when the adhesive 19 is applied. This 
work is troublesome. 

[0008] □ When the support 17 is pressed in the direction of the topth surface by moving 
the swinging arm 13, there is a possibihty that the support 17 is bent toward the tooth 
surface as shown by the dotted line in figure 12. If the support 17 is bent in toward the 
tooth surface, the bracket 16 will not be fixed in the correct position on the tooth surface 
5a. 

[0009] Q Since the swinging arm 13 is always free to move in the support cylinder 12, the 
bracket 16 has to be continuously pressed onto tooth surface 5a by fingers, etc. 
as the bracket 16 is attached to the tooth surface 5a. 

[0010] This invention solves the above problems of the former transfer device (jp2). 
[0011] 

(Steps for solution) 

In order to solye the above problems, this invention offers the foUowmg transfer 
device for brackets used in indirect bonding of dental braces. 
[0012] 

(1) A transfer device has the following construction: A tray shaped to 
acconmiodate the patient's teeth is formed from a mold of the teeth. A support cylinder is 
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furnished for this tray. The support cylinder is joined to the swinging arm. The swinging 
arm has a bracket with a holder for arch wires. When the tray is attached to the patient's 
teeth, the bracket can be moved in the direction that contacts and leaves the tooth surface 
by swinging the swinging arm that is attached to the support cylinder. When the 
swinging arm is moved to the direction of tooth surface, the bracket will contact a 
predetermined position on the tooth surface. 

The transfer device for brackets used in indirect bonding of dental braces in this invention 
has the following characteristics: A support cylinder (23) and a stopper (41) which 
has a tendency to protrude inside the support cylinder all the time is arranged so that it 
can move in and out. A swinging arm (27), 1^' cut-out part (43) and cut-out part that 
correspond to the stopper, are formed. When the stopper is connected to the 1^^ cut-out 
part, adhesive (39) is applied to the surface of the bracket (33) that faces the tooth (33a). 
Then, when the stopper is connected to the 2"^ cut-out part, the bracket will come in 
contact with and apply pressure to the dental surface.(claim 1) 
[0013] 

(2) The support cylinder has a stopper hole that penetrates the support cylinder. This 
stopper fixes one end of an elastic body to the outside of the support cylinder. The other 
end of the elastic body is arranged inside the stopper hole.(claim 2) 

[0014] 

(3) The swinging arm is bent upward at a right angle in the center. Bending the rising 
part downward forms a vertical part, and the bracket is attached to the vertical part, (claim 

[0015] 
(Function) 

[transfer device in claim 1] 

To prevent the stopper firom protruding into the support cylinder all the time, the 
swinging arm can be moved to the support cylinder so that the stopper joins the 1^^ cut-out 
part or 2"** cut-out part. The stopper can be released from the 1^' cut-out part or cut- 
out part and moved out of the support cylinder using the fingers, etc. When the stopper is 
joined to the 1^^ cut-out part or 2"^ cut-out part, the stopper locks the swinging arm. By 
locking the swinging arm with the stopper in the 1^^ cut-out part, the position of the 
bracket is fixed. In this, condition, adhesive is applied to the surface of the bracket that 
faces the tooth surface. By locking the swinging arm with the stopper in the 2"^ cut-out 
part, the bracket is locked in the position for pressing it onto the tooth surface, and the 
bracket will be securely attached to the tooth surface. It is not necessary apply pressure to 
the bracket using the fingers, etc. 
[0016] 

[transfer device in claim 2] 

The stopper has an elastic body that makes tend to protrude into the support 
cylinder all the times. 
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[0017] 

[transfer device in claim 3] 

When the swinging arm is pressed into the support cylinder, the rising part of the 
swinging arm is pressed by the fingers, etc. Not only does unrestricted access make this 
rising part easy to press, there is no danger of bending the vertical part of the swinging 
arm toward the tooth surface. In other words, the bracket attached to vertical part is fixed 
in the correct position on tooth surface. 

[0018] 

(Example of this invention) 

Next, one example of this invention is going to be explained following the 
attached figures. Number 21 in the figure is a tray. This tray 21 is made fi"om a model of 
the patient's teeth 5. The tray 21 is formed firom hard material like synthetic resin such as 
photo-polymerized resin. 

[0019] The tray 21 has a support cylinder 23. This support cylinder 23 is preferably a 
square hollow tube with a rectangular center hole 25. One end 27a of a rectangular 
swinging arm 27 fits in the center hole 25 of the support cylinder 23 so that the swinging 
arm 27 is movable but not firee to rotate in the support cylinder 23. 
[0020] The swinging arm 27 has a bracket 33 with a support 3 1 for arch wires 24 (see 
figure 4 to 9). Swinging the swinging arm 27 toward the support cylinder 23 moves the 
bracket 33 in the direction that contacts and leaves the tooth surface 5a. When the 
swinging arm 27 is moved toward the tooth surface 5 a, the bracket 33 will contact the 
correct position on the tooth surface 5a. This tray 21 is joined to the patient's tooth 5. 
[0021] Figure 8 and figure 9 show the relationship between the bracket 33 and swinging 
arm 27. Surface 33b (surface opposite fi-om the tooth surface 5a) of the bracket 33 has a 
cross shaped groove 35 which also works as a holder 3 1 for the arch wires 24. The other 
end 27b of the swinging arm 27 is cross-shaped which corresponds to the groove 35. 
When the arch wire 24 is held in the groove 35 in the surface 33b of the bracket 33, the 
other end 27b of the swinging arm 27 is connected to the groove 35 in the bracket 33. At 
the same time, the other end 27b of the swinging arm 27 and surface 33b of the bracket 
33 are temporary fixed by synthetic resin 37 such as a thermo plastic resin. Adhesive 38 
is appUed to the surface 33a that faces the tooth surface 5a of the bracket 33. The bracket 
33 is attached to the tooth surface 5a by adhesive 39. After the bracket 33 is attached to 
the tooth surface 5a, the synthetic resin 37 and swinging arm 27 are removed fi'om the 
bracket 33. The arch wire 24 is kept at one side of the straight part of the cross shaped 
groove 35 in the surface 33b of the bracket 33. In addition, in the example shown in the 
figure, although the surface 33a that encounters the tooth surface 5a of the bracket 33 
makes an angle that corresponds to the tooth surface 5a, the surface 33a of the bracket 
that encounters the tooth surface 5a does not need to have the same angle. 
[0022] Next, the improvements made by this invention, are going to be explained 
referring to figures 1 to 5. The support cylinder 23 has a movable stopper 41 that tends to 
protrude into the support cylinder 23 all the time. One end 27a of the swinging arm 27 
has a 1^^ cut-out part 43 and 2"^ cut-out part 45 which correspond to the stopper 41. 
When the stopper 41 is joined to the 1^* cut-out part 43 (figure 1, figure 4), adhesive 39 is 
appHed to the surface 33a of the bracket 33 that faces the tooth sxirface 5a. When the 
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Stopper 41 is joined to the 2 cut-out part 45 (figure 5), the bracket 33 is pressed onto the 
tooth surface 5 a. 

[0023] The support cylinder 23 has a stopper hole 51 that penetrates the support cyUnder 
23. The stopper 41 fixes one end 41a of an elastic body to the outside of the support 
cylinder 23 (see 53 in figure 2), at the same time, other end 41b of the elastic body is 
arranged inside the stopper hole 5 1 . 

[0024] The swinging arm 27 has a rising part 27c formed by bending it upward at a right 
angle in the middle. The rising part 27c is bend back downward to form the vertical part 
27b. The bracket 33 is attached to the vertical part 27d. 

[0025] 

(Effects of this invention) 
[transfer device of claim 1] 

When stopper is jointed to the 1** cut-out part, swinging arm is locked, and the 
position of the bracket is fixed. In this condition, adhesive is applied to the surface of the 
bracket that faces the tooth surface. Since the bracket position is fixed, application of the 
adhesive to the surface of the bracket that faces the tooth surface can be done easily and 
accurately. When the stopper is joined to the 2"^ cut-out part, the swinging arm is locked 
in the position for pressing the bracket onto the tooth surface. It is not necessary to press 
the bracket onto the tooth surface using the fingers, etc. 
[0026] 

[transfer device of claim 2] 

The invention in claim 2 has effects similar to those of the invention in claim 1. 

[0027] 

[transfer device of claim 3] 

The swinging arm has a rising part which is easy to press and impossible to bend 
toward the tooth surface. In other words, a bracket attached to the vertical part will be 
accurately attached to the correct position on the tooth surface. 

(Simple explanation of figures) 

Figure 1 : Cross section of the swinging arm joined to the support cylinder. 

Figure 2: Support cylinder and one end of swinging arm. 

Figure 3: Support cylinder and swinging arm. 

Figure 4: Side view of the support cylinder and swinging arm in use. 

Figure 5: Another view of the support cylinder and swinging arm in use. 

Figure 6: Side view of the bracket fixed onto the tooth surface. 

Figure 7: Front view of the bracket fixed to the tooth surface and arch wire supported by 
the bracket. 

Figure 8: Cross section of the bracket and the other end of the swinging arm. 
Figure 9: Side view of the bracket and the other end of the swinging arm. 
Figure 10: Cross section of the former transfer device Opl)- 
Figure 1 1 : Side view of the former transfer device (jpl) in use. 
Figure 12: Side view of the former transfer device (jp2) in use. 
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(explanation of symbols in figures) 
1: bracket 
la: bottom 
3: tray 
5: tooth 

Sa: tooth surface 
11: tray 

12: support cylinder 
13: swinging arm 
14: arch wire 
16: bracket 
17: support 
19: adhesive 
21: tray 

23: support cylinder 
24: arch wire 
25: center hole 
27: swinging arm 
27a: one end 
27b: other end 
27c: rising part 
27d: vertical part 
31: holder 
33: bracket 

33a: surface that faces the tooth surface 

33b: surface 

35: groove 

37: synthetic resin 

38: adhesive 

41: stopper 

41a: one end 

41b: other end 

43: 1*^ cut-out part 

45: 2"*^ cut-out part 

51: stopper hole 
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